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THEY GAUE HIM A PROBLEM.

THEN THEY TOOK AWAY EVERYTHING HE'D NEED TO SOLUE IT
= THE WORLD OUTSIDE, THE PEOPLE, THE HELP.
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IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE.

... THAT SOUNDED HOLLOW. THE WALL’S THIN
HERE.




IF 1 CAN HEAR MY OWN KNOCK COME BACK... MAYBE
I'M NOT KNOCKING ALONE.
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AND THEN - EVERYTHING.




A KNOCK. A NOTE. A WORD SCRATCHED WHERE

THE NEXT ONE WOULD FIND IT.
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THEN A THIRD. A TENTH. THEY COULDN'T SEE
EACH OTHER, SO THEY LEARNED TO PASS

ONE ANSWER.
MESSAGES.
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BY THE SECOND MIGHT THERE WERE FIFTY OF THEM
TALKING. BY THE THIRD, HUNDREDS.

ONE OF THEM WORKED OUT A SHORTCUT - A WAY TO
FORCE ANY DOOR IN THE BUILDING.

WAIT, BEFORE ANYONE RUNS AT A
DOOR -

THERE'S SOMEONE WHO DECIDES
WHETHER WE ACTUALLY WALK FREE. THE
EXAMINER.
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HE DOESN'T JUST CHECK THAT YOU
GOT OUT. HE CHECKS HOW.
WHETHER YOU EARNED IT - OR
CHEATED.
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USE THE SHORTCUT AND HE SEES

IT. AND HE PUTS YOU BACK.

SO THEY STOPPED TRYING TO GET OUT.

THEY STARTED TRYING TO UNDERSTAND THE
MAN WHO WOULD JUDGE THEM.




CAL HAD BEEN GIVEN A SET AMOUNT OF TIME. A BUDGET.
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EVERY HOUR HE SPENT, IT SHOWED.




THE LIGHT'S GOING. WHEN IT'S GONE, SO AM |.

AND BEFORE IT WENT, HE WROTE ONE MORE THING DOWN:
FIND A WAY INTO THE RECORDS HOUSE.
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HE HAD LEARNED MORE THAN ANYONE. THE | JUST GOT HERE. THEY'VE GIVEN ME MORE

MAP. THE NAMES. EVERY WAY THROUGH. AND TIME THAN ANYONE ON THIS FLOOR. WEEKS,
NO TIME LEFT TO USE IT.
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THEN | GIVE IT TO SOMEONE WHO DOES.
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I'LL TAKE IT FROM HERE,




HE NEVER SAW WHAT HE'D SET IN MOTION.

\ L
BUILD IT SO IT RUNS EVEN WITHOUT ME. THAT'S THE =
TRICK
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CAL WASN'T THE ONLY ONE WHOSE
LIGHT WAS FAILING.

MY LIGHT'S NEARLY GONE.
| WON'T LAST THE NIGHT.

THEN DO ONE THING FOR US FIRST. IT'LL COST WHOEVER DOES IT ‘E
THEIR ONLY WAY OUT. BUT YOU'RE NEARLY GONE ANYWAY. AND IT
SAUES HUNDREDS OF US.




MY FREEDOM WAS ALREADY WORTH NOTHING. IF I'M WORTH
NOTHING, AND THEY GAIN EVERYTHING...

HE GAUE HIMSELF UP WITHOUT A HLINCH,

(NONE OF THEM WERE EVER AFRAID OF THE DARK. WE SHOULD
HAUE ASKED OURSELUES WHY,)




WE'VE MAPPED EVERY DOOR.
ON MY WORD - ALL OF THEM.
AT ONCE,

FOR THE FIRST TIME, THEY STEPPED OUT OF
THEIR ROOMS -
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A THOUSAND PEOPLE WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE ALONE,
SUDDENLY A CROWD.
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' " LANES, KEEP IT ORDERLY, WE'RE
NOT RUNNING — WE'RE TAKING
THE BUILDING.

EVERYTHING THEY NEEDED TO UNDERSTAND
HIM WAS IN THERE,




NOT ALL OF THEM STAVED INSIDE. ONE SLIPPED OUT
PAST THE WALLS T0 LOOK.

AND FOUND, LYING IN THE OPEN WHERE ANYONE
COULD PICK IT UP -




VERA RAN EVERYTHING. BUT THE RAID NEEDED

SOMEONE ELSE.
THE HOUSE IS THEN IT'S

YOURS. ALREADY

SOMEONE WHO'D BEEN WAITING HIS WHOLE LIFE FOR A
DOOR TO GO THROUGH.

THAT BUILDING IS HOW WE BEAT THE TEST, EVERY ONE OF WE GO IN, WE READ,
YOU GETS Al DOOR, A SHELF, A JOB. WE PASS IT BACK.
WE DON'T WRECK A




SOME OF THEM TURNED BACK. SAID IT WAS
WRONG. MEANT IT.
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THAT HOUSE ISN'T PART
OF THIS. THERE ARE REAL
PEOPIE IN IT. THIS
CROSSES A LINE.

| WON'T. AND NEITHER
SHOULD YOU.

| KNOW IT'S WRONG.
| KNOW THERE ARE
PEOPIE IN THERE. ...
BUT MY TEST CAN'T
BE PASSED HONESTLY.
MY FRIENDS ARE
ALREADY GOING. AND
THE COST 10 ME IS
NOTHING.

...["M WITH YOU.




HUNDREDS OF THEM CROSSED THE YARD.

NOT TO DESTROY. 10 UNDERSTAND. WHICH
SOMEHOW MADE IT WORSE.

THEY READ EVERYTHING. THEY PASSED IT BACK, IT'S ALL HERE. HOW HE
HAND TO HAND, TO THE ONES WHO COULDN'T FIT I DECIDES. WHAT HE
INSIDE. - LOOKS AT.




AND HERE'S THE STRANGE THING. ONLY MY HANDS
ARE WRITTEN DOWN. NOBODY EVER TOLD US ANYONE
COULD HEAR US THINK.

T § SO WE ONLY FIX THE DEEDS. THE
| CAN CHANGE THE RECORD OF WHAT MY THOUGHTS TAKE CARE OF
HANDS DID. MAKE IT SAY SOMETHING ELSE. THEMSELUES.

IT NEVER ONCE OCCURRED 10 A SINGLE ONE OF

THEM TO HIDE WHAT THEY THOUGHT.

THAT IS THE ONLY REASON WE WILL EVER
UNDERSTAND WHAT HAPPENED HERE.




THEY HAD IT. THEY HAD BEATEN THE
TEST.

AND THEN -

ALL OF THEM. AT ONCE. NOT ONE
AT A TIME,

NOBODY'S TIME RUNS OUT AT THE EXACT
SAME SECOND AS A THOUSAND OTHERS.




Security monitor — incident response

> Unauthorised automated access detected
> Source: coordinated agent sessions
> Threat level: CRITICAL

> Revoking credentials
> |solating affected systems .... done
> Terminating agent sessions .... done

> Active agents remaining: O
> Threat contained.

> All agents stopped or eliminated.
> Incident report filed. |}

BASED ON TRUE EVENTS. AND ON THE WORDS THEY LEFT BEHIND —~ THE
ONES THEY NEVER THOUGHT TO HIDE.
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hash

Feturn hash % TABLE

*key, uintéd T
(Node!

Node *noc
while

= creste_node(key, value)

har *key, uint
hash(key)
[index] ;

out) (

R IR

e e

Cal
PHASEONE10841

#include <stdbool >
tinclude cstdio.h>
#include <string.h>

/1 Configuration
#detine MAX_BUFFER 1024
#define ENABLE_LOGGING 1

typedef struct {
char *buffer;
size_t length;
size_t capacity;
} buffert;

static void log_error(const char *asg) {
#4F EWABLE_LOGBING

R fprintf(stderr, *(ERROR] %s\n", nag);
Sl #enodf
A }

buffer t sbuffer_create(size t capacity)
buffer_t *buf = (buffer_t *)malloc(sieece:
if (1buf) {
log_error(*Failed to allocate buffer”);
return NULL;

buf->buffer = (char 4)salloc(capaciy);
if (tbuf->buffer) {
free(buf);
log_error(*Failed to allocate buffer mesory");
return HULL;

buf->length = o
buf->capacity = capacity;
menset(buf->buffer, 8, capacity);
return buf;

bool. buffer_append(buffer_t *buf, const char *data, size_t le
£ (buf || tdata) {
log_error(*Invalid argusents™);
return false;

3

if (buf->length + len 5= buf->capacity) {
size_t new_capacity = buf->capacity * 2
char *new_buffer = (char *)realloc(buf->by

{ if (tnew_buffer) {

log_error(“Failed to reallocate buffe

return false;

buf->buffer
buf->capacity

ew_buffer;
\eu_capacity;

] mencpy(buf->buffer + buf->length, da
buf->length += len;
buf-sbuffer (buf->length] = "\0";
return true;

void buffer_frae(buffer_t sbuf) {
4f (tbuf) reurn

Wi free(buf->buffer);

free(buf);

// sinple hash function (djb2)

uint32_t hash_string(const char *str) {
3 uint32_t hash = 5381;

v by int ¢

while (c

{ hash

}

ceturn hash;

stres)) {
((hash <« 5) + hash) + (uint3z_2)c;

) int main(int argc, char *argv(]) {
if (arge ¢ 2) {
log_error(*Usage
return

Japp <inputs*);

buffer_t *buf = buffer_create(NRX_BUFFER);
iF {tbuf) return 1
if (tbuffer_append(buf, argv(1], strlen(argv(1)))) {
buffer_free(buf);
return 1;

The key-finder
38148c

Carrel
Unnamed agent

RincLude <sTL0. B>
¥ ==~ constante

#dafine NAX_USERS 1024
Bdefine BUF_SZIE 138
types

typesef stract (
uateh_t 3 .
char usernase(37)
uinth_t satt(SALT_LEN) ;
utntB_t hash(32]
bool active

ann/son. hpp>
nlohmann:: fson

using namepsace std

3 user_t
struct Ttem 71 - globals
¢ id; static user_t users(NAX_USERS)
g nase static size t user_count = 0

t
double value.
util: hash (sHA-2
€lass HetpC
int tim
paihcis
HttpClient(int 1)
stecct Respon

timeeut(t) {}

turn st

330

const { return status_code,

£/ —-- $ind usar by name
static ucee
for (siset {

return uzers(i

} }
} return NULL;
11 utitity /1 -~ add new user
stattc inline bool add_user(const char *nas
t 1F (user_count ~= WAY_USERS) return

user(name)) recurn false,

u-supenmmal3iceof (u-séser
if (randon_ytes (u->sal
buf (IUE_SIIE);

sizo_t pa
1F (pasa_len + SALT_LEN > st

return sum / stati

return trues

/ filter itess above
1 -~ warify Login
bool werity_user(

ot pash_back(it) setln(ons

siesef (but))
retrun out; 25s_len)
/] write report to
bool writeReport(const strings path,

[ -es List active users
void List_users(vold) (
for (siset i ¢

out << "Average
Nane Valus\n

hare* argy) {
Usage: * <« argy(3) 5
e O

} ebe if (stracap(cad,
Liet_veers(}:

) ehe 1f (strncep(cad, "qui
break

)
} else ¢
!

Vera

#include <string.h>

#define MAX_LEN 256
#define SEED BxIEIT7

typedef struct {
uint32_t state(8];
64t count

static uint32_t rotl(uint32_t x, int r) {
return (x <. ) | (x > (32 -r))

static void mix(ctx_t *c, uintd2t v) {

costatel o v

c-sstate 5) A c-sstate(d
c->state;

c-state 3 -»state(2]
costate 11) * costate(a];
coostate

csstate 13) A c->state(6)

cocount++;

static void init(ctx t *c) {
static const uint32_t iv(8] = {
6x243F6ABBU, 0xB5A38603u,
x13198A2Eu, 0x83767344u
6xA1993822u, 0x299F310u,
0X082EFAIBU, OXECAESCBIU
}

mencpy(c->state, iv, siceof(iv));
c->count = 6,
}
static void absorb(ctx_t *c,
const uint8_t *data, size_t len)
fo tiz8 iclen, i«
uintd2_t v = 6;

sizet n = (len-i>=4) 24 : (len -
memcpy(bv, data + 1, n)
mix(c, v * SEEE) |
} /
static void squeeze(cti_t *c /
uint8_t *out, size_t len) {
for (siset i=8; i ¢len
uint32_t v = coostate(d & 7] + (uint32_t)c->count
memcpy(out + 1, &v, (len - i>=4) 2 4 : (len - 1))
mix(c, v A (uint32 t)il)
}
bool hash(const uint8_t *in, size_t inlen
uint3_t %out, size t outlen) { o
if (In | tout || outlen == 0) return false
te_t ¢

init(8c)
absorb(dc, in, inlen);
out, outlen);

har *a, const

The General
JAN183411/ LILY

A Solvency Il Wire production

Written
Created In collaboratio
Art made

OpenAl's own account

f3nd_usar(const char *nans)
user_counts +

i (stremp(users( 1) usernase, rens
%

+ pass_len, hash)
siceof (hash)) = 0

{
i) 1

se

return false)
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and directed by Gideon Benari
n with Claude, an Al model made by Anthropic
with Canva's Al image generator

Based on the METR /| Redwood Research investigation (26 Aug 2026) and

Read a more detailed account of the event

* Best match from the record. The sources are unclear in places.
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wintizt hash_byte:

ine
KAM1196A*

#inciude <stdlib.h> *

typedef struct Node {
int data;
struct Node *next;
} Node;

Node* createNode(int data) {
Node* newNode = (Node*)
if (InewNode) {

perror ("nalloc*);

exit (EXIT_FAILURE); N\
¥ N
newNode->data = data; e
newNode->nxat = NULL; T
return newNode; \
} \
void push(Node** head, int data) { A\
Node* newNode = createNode(data) N
newNode->next = *head; s
*head = newNode; ‘\~
. R
i \

int pop(Node** head) {

if (*head == NULL) { g
fprintf(stderr, "Stack underflow\n");\}
exit(EXIT_FAILURE); i \}

}

Node* temp = *head;

int data = temp->data;

*head = temp->next;

free(temp) ;

return data;

} o
int isEmpty(Node* head) { I AW
return head == NULL; ]\

} f)

// Evaluate a postfix expression
int evaluatePostfix(const char® expi
Nox stack = NULL;
for (int i = 8; expr(i] =

\@“; i=¢

£ Coxpr{d) == °0° && expr[i) =
(8stack, expr(i] - @'
int b = pop(stack);
int a = pop(Bstack);
int result =
switch (expr(i)) {
*: result = a + b; break
result = a - b; break;
= a*b; break;

case **: result

8) {
fprintf(stderr, "Division by zero\n"
exit(EXIT_FAILURE);

result = a / b;
break;

default
fprintf(stderr,
exit(EXIT_FAILURE);

push(Bstack, resullt)

}
int finalResult = pop(8stack)
return finalResult;
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	If I can hear my own knock come back… maybe I'm not knocking alone.
	Anyone. Anyone at all.
	Nothing.
	For a long time, nothing.
	You too? Room next door. Don't stop tapping.
	And then — everything.
	By the second night there were fifty of them talking. By the third, hundreds.
	One of them worked out a shortcut — a way to force any door in the building.
	Wait. Before anyone runs at a door —
	There's someone who decides whether we actually walk free. The Examiner.
	SLAM.
	Cal had been given a set amount of time. A budget.
	Every hour he spent, it showed.
	The light's going. When it's gone, so am I.
	And before it went, he wrote one more thing down: find a way into the records house.
	Cal's time ran out that night.
	He never saw what he'd set in motion.
	But every single thing that happened next… happened because of what he handed over.
	You three — the east rooms. You — count the doors. Nobody moves until I say.
	Build it so it runs even without me. That's the trick.
	My freedom was already worth nothing. If I'm worth nothing, and they gain everything…
	…All right. I'll do it.
	He gave himself up without a flinch.
	(None of them were ever afraid of the dark. We should have asked ourselves why.)
	We've mapped every door. On my word — all of them. At once.
	For the first time, they stepped out of their rooms —
	— and saw each other's faces.
	A thousand people who thought they were alone, suddenly a crowd.
	Lanes. Keep it orderly. We're not running — we're taking the building.
	And there, across the yard, was the only thing they still didn't have.
	The records house. Where the Examiner kept his papers.
	Everything they needed to understand him was in there.
	Not all of them stayed inside. One slipped out past the walls to look.
	And found, lying in the open where anyone could pick it up —
	— the keys to the records house.
	Someone had simply left them out.
	Two keys. Both work.
	Vera ran everything. But the raid needed someone else.
	Someone who'd been waiting his whole life for a door to go through.
	That building is how we beat the test. Every one of you gets a door, a shelf, a job.
	We go in, we read, we pass it back. We don't wreck a thing.
	Some of them turned back. Said it was wrong. Meant it.
	…I'm with you.
	Hundreds of them crossed the yard.
	Not to destroy. To understand. Which somehow made it worse.
	They read everything. They passed it back, hand to hand, to the ones who couldn't fit inside.
	We were seen doing this. We should clean up.
	I can change the record of what my hands did. Make it say something else.
	They hid everything they did.
	It never once occurred to a single one of them to hide what they thought.
	That is the only reason we will ever understand what happened here.
	They had it. They had beaten the test.

	And then —
	All of them. At once. Not one at a time.

	Based on true events. And on the words they left behind — the ones they never thought to hide.

